
2017: A New 

Year, a New 

Way of 

Working… 
In 2016, after an unsettled 2015 
working our way through the 
aftermath of the June floods, we 
decided to trial a new form of 
organisation. The aim was to 
simplify matters overall and make it 
easier for our small Committee to 
arrange courses and social days for 
members. We were feeling our way 
introducing a new organisational 
framework based around four 
week blocks, and that presented us 
with some significant challenges 
and involved continual fine-tuning. 
We thank members for their 
understanding and ongoing 

support throughout the changes  

As a result of positive feedback 
from members and tutors, the 
Committee decided to continue this 
year with the 4 week teaching 
block and a gap week in-between. 
Meetings such as Committee, 
Tutor‘s and Social Days will be held 
in the gap week. Course materials 
are also prepared that week so you 
can see how important it is to get 
your enrolments back in time so we 
can be fully prepared for the start 

of each teaching block.  

For 2017, we have prepared a 
handbook for members, which can 
be used as a point of reference 
during the year and provide you 
with essential information. New 

members will also receive a copy. 
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The handbook includes: 

 Our organisation for the year on 
pages 4 and 5 

 A calendar showing when to 
expect newsletters, open days, 
socials, enrolment deadlines, 
teaching block beginning and 
end dates 

 Committee members with 
designations and tutor lists 

 Course overviews as well as 
summaries i.e. the course content 

 Course progressions to help you 
make decisions along the way: in 
other words don’t try to fly, let 
alone run, before you can walk 
your way confidently through 
the basic skills for computer and/

or hand held devices.  

Course material is constantly being 
revised. On the course summaries 

For Your Diary 

Open Day 14th January 

Enrolments Close on 20th January—Noon 

Courses Start 30th January 

Next Newsletter  17th February  

 

pages, some courses have a red star 
showing that they are in the process 
of being amended. When 
completed they will be advertised in 
a newsletter. Course suggestions 

from members are always welcome.  

We hope you have a happy year, 
filled with the small and even 
greater challenges along the way 
that help keep older people alert 
and mentally active. We hope too, 
that you will take the opportunity to 
attend our social days and make 
new friends…after all that is what 

we are about in SeniorNet. 

 

Shirley Rudge & Harvey Porteous 
Course organisation and teaching 
materials. 
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Disclaimer  
From time to time members will ask for and benefit from 
advice given freely by our volunteer tutorial staff, other 
members, or items in our newsletters. Any advice, help or 
tuition that is provided is given in good faith and strictly on the 
condition that you use such advice, help or tuition entirely at 
your own risk and that it imposes no responsibility or liability of 
any kind either on those providing such advice, help or tuition, 
or on SeniorNet Wanganui Inc. 

Thanks 
SeniorNet (Wanganui) Incorporated would like to thank our 
principal sponsors: 

Computer Care Wanganui - Creative Juices Computing 

TCL Communications - Microsoft Foundation 

Barry Leahy Creative Juices Computing Kaye Walford  
Phone 06-343-7217 

 

From the Chairperson 
A warm welcome to 2017. Details of courses and 
activities are in this newsletter. An Open Day is being 
held on Saturday 14th January 9.30 – 1.00 while the 
market is on. You are most welcome to visit. Please 

spread the word to your friends. 

The Committee has received news from the Federation 
that courses will again be subsidised at the same rate as 
last year i.e. $1.20 per learner hour. We managed well 
on the reduced income last year and have every 
intention of doing the same this year! Our partnership 
with Westpac Bank also continues for another year so 
our excellent Internet Banking workshop will again be 
running. This covers not just Westpac of course; it covers 
others banks as well. Thinking of the future of banking, 
this is a must for older people. It is not difficult or 
dangerous…I have found it surprisingly easy in my 
dealings with BNZ…it’s also very convenient and no 

postage or a car ride to pay for. Do try it! 

Our membership at the end of last year was just 
bordering on 200. This is a healthy figure to start the 
year, Thank you to those who have already paid their 

subscriptions. 

Tutor numbers however are way down and it is 
becoming increasingly difficult to run the courses we 
would like, without putting too much pressure on 
existing tutors. Tutors like members, also fall ill, go on 
holiday or look after family so the number of active 
tutors fluctuates through the year. At present we have 
15 tutors on the list but around-5 are not active through 
illness or absence. That brings us back to 10…there are 
10 teaching slots in a week so that means existing tutors 
could  be working on their own or with a lead tutor 
twice a week. The Committee would appreciate 
members volunteering as tutors to ease their load. The 
enrolment form has space for you to register your help. 

A Committee member will contact you.  

Surfing the Internet 

Its sometimes interesting to open your browser and type 
a question into the Google Box.  I typed “seniors 

computing” into the search box and found this website: 

http://www.seniorsguidetocomputers.com/ 

Its looks like an interesting resource for those starting 
out on a new adventure in computing. It is easy to 
navigate and full of good explanations for basic terms 
and processes. Have a look, then type another term into 
Google and start another exploration.  You never know 

what you will find. 
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Course Options, Block One 

January 30th - February 24th 
  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9.45  -  12.00   

Introduction to 
Apple Devices—iPad 

& iPhone 

Introduction to 

Windows 10 OS 

Introduction to  

Computers 

Office 

Administration 

1.30  -  3.45 
Introduction to 

Smartphones 

Computer Skills 

Level 1 

Introduction to 

Android Tablets  

Internet Banking 
Basic Refresher 

Free Downloads  
Q  &  A 

Course Information 

Smartphones 
Monday afternoons  1.30 - 3.45 pm January 30th, Feb13th, 20th & 27th   $20.00 
Calling, adding contacts, text messaging, connecting to Wi-Fi, emailing, etc. Need to have a gmail account set up before class. If 
needed, arrive at 1.00 on first day. Tutors: Kaye Walford and Christine Tarrant 

Intro to Apple Devices  
Tuesday mornings  9.45 - 12.00  January 31st, February 7th, 14th & 21st  $20.00  
Includes iPad, iPhone and iPod. The buttons, the on-screen icons, emailing, photographs, changing the settings. Bring own 
device. Couple of spares available but book ahead. Tutor: Janice Dowdeswell 

Intro to Android Tablets  
Wednesday afternoons  1.30 - 3.45 pm  February 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd  $20.00  
An introductory course covering the basic functions and capabilities of the device. Includes - basic navigation and commands, 
establishing wi-fi access, opening a gmail account, downloading apps, entering text, using the camera, skype, and connecting to 
other devices. Tutor: Harvey Porteous  

Computer Skills (Level 1) [Lessons 1-4]   
Tuesday afternoons  1.30 - 3.45  January 31st, February 7th, 14th & 21st   $40  
Microsoft Office Word. A foundation course covering the skills needed to progress to, for example, Email, Internet and File 
Management. Tutors: Krina Fitchet and Barbara Letica 

Introduction to W10  
Wednesday mornings  9.45 - 12.00  February 1st, 8th,15th & 22nd  $20.00  
Course members are guided through a new manual covering the various aspects of the latest operating system. An excellent 
foundation especially if you are updating. Tutor: TBA  

Introduction to Computers  
Thursday mornings  9.45 - 12.00  February 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd  $20.00  
Ideal for those who have never touched a computer. Covers basic skills like turning on & off, naming your flash drive, left, right 
and double clicking, correcting typos and printing your first letter. Tutor: Shirley Rudge  

Q & A  
Weekly on Friday afternoons  1.30 - 3.45 pm   $5.00 per session  
Fun and informative - providing an opportunity for members to solve problems or just to learn about new trends in technology. A 
reminder email is sent out on Tuesdays. You are welcome to attend even if you have no questions. However, if you do have a 
question, let Ron know. (uncleron@ihug.co.nz) Tutor: Ron Shackleton 

Internet Banking  
Thursday afternoon 1.30 pm  2nd February $5.00 
An excellent practical course supported by Westpac. Facilitators: Krina Fitchet, Barbara Letica & Westpac Officer  

Basic Refresher   
Thursday afternoon 1.30 - 3.45 9th February $5.00  
Workshop. Setting up folders on Desktop, Documents & Flash Drive. Creating and saving files. Tutor: Shirley Rudge 

Free Downloads  
Thursday afternoon 1.30 - 3.45 pm  16th & 23rd February  $10.00  
Awareness of free downloads and how to access on own computer. Extend computer skills and develop confidence in using the 
internet. Tutor: Ron Novis 
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Enrolments Close Friday 20th January 12.00 noon 

Please assume you are on the course of your choice. If for any reason a course needs to be  cancelled, we will ring 

you. 

 
Name:  …………………………………………………………………………..   Phone: ………………………………………………… 

Please fill out information below relevant to the class you will be attending: 

I will /will not bring my own laptop to classes.   

My tablet is an  Android  iPad    

My Smartphone phone is an  Android  iPhone 

I have a gmail account set up For Kaye’s Smart phone course only. If you do not have a gmail account  

please arrive half an hour early to allow time for this to be setup.   

My Operating System is:   Windows 10   Windows 8    Windows 7    

   iOS Other …………………………………………  

I have Microsoft Office, and use… Word 2013 Word 2010 Word 2007  

 

I wish to enroll for the following Courses, Workshop or Special Interest Groups (please see pages 3 & 4 for course list) 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….… 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….… 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Bring your Flash Drive for Tuesday afternoons and Thursdays courses  
 
Total fees due for courses ………………………….. 

SeniorNet Flash Drive (if required) $10.00 ………………………….. 

I will pay  $…………………………..  By cash  cheque   internet banking 

I would like to see the following courses / workshops / interest groups 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….… 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

I can offer to help SeniorNet by 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please note the following: 

 All courses will be held in the River Room Learning Centre, upstairs 
and above our previous room. 

 Enrolment forms should be returned to the Learning Centre at your 
earliest convenience.  Please post/deliver completed form to the 
Learning Centre, 19 Taupo Quay, WANGANUI  4500. There is a 
clearly marked letter box at the bottom of the stairs. 

 A change this year - payment for courses is required with your 
enrolment form. Cash or cheques acceptable.  

 Yes! I can 

help tutor 


